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K Message To Ameri ican Women On The 
Eve Of The November Elections 


ee ee uncertainties as to how to create a peaceful 
world, the National Woman’s Party flashes its beacon and calls for equal justice under the 


law for women in these United States. 


Needing desperately all the countzy 

can muster in order to solve the problems and perplexities confronting it, the National Woman's 

Party appeals to all women to use their votes for the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment 
in order that women, unhandicapped, may work together with men for a better world. 


The National Woman's Party appeals to women to weigh carefully the record and the 
pledges of all candidates for the Senate and the House of Representatives and to give their votes 
to the candidates who stand most firmly for justice for women, who stand for the removal 
of all injustices under the law affecting women —one-half the population of the nation. 


Senatorial Candidates Who ne Of Justice For Women. 


AN ot the candidates for the United States 


long support 
women's dignity, opportunity and power. 


Senator Joseph C. O’Mahoney of Wyoming —who, 


true to the traditions of the first equality state, has 
ably fought for no discriminations on the ground of 


sex, and has brought.the liberty-loving atmosphere 


of the state he represents into the halls of Congress. 


As a member of the important Senate Judiciary Com- 


mittee, he has been in a position over a period of years 
to aid the equality cause, and has played a leading 
part in the legislative progress that has been made. 


Senator James M. Tunnell of Delaware—who has 


been a friend of every measure for the good of 
women, and has given unselfishly of his time and 
work in their behalf. As one of the leading members 
of the Platform Committee of the Democratic Party, 
he took a significant part in securing the equal recog- 
nition of women for which his party declared. 


Senator Joseph F. Guffey of Pennsylvania—ardent 


supporter of suffrage, — rights, equal opportunity 
and the advancement women; one of the leading 


proponents when the Equal Rights Amendment came 
up for its first vote in the United States Senate in 


July of this year. No request for his aid on measures 


of justice to women has gone unanswered. 


Senator Harley M. Kilgore of West Virginia—who 
has consistently urged that women should receive 
equal opportunity, compensation, and recognition. He 
= pee his position on the Judiciary Committee to 

er 
under the w for women. 


| Senate are friends of equality and justice 

for women, They have given real aid to the movement. 
to raise the status of women. Every woman who votes 
in November owes a debt of gratitude to those Sen- 
ators whose names we now especially mention for their 
of measures which have increased 


ual constitutional status and full justice 


Senator William Langer of North Dakota—who 
early lifted his voice for woman suffrage and has 
since aided every forward step in women’s emancipa- 
tion. He has made the securing of greater economic 
opportunity for women his particular concern and has 
been a true friend of the equality cause. 


Senator Dennis Chavez of New Mexico—who has 


been a friend of the various measures for the eman- 


cipation of women. He has repeatedly worked against 
various forms of discrimination against women, and 
can be counted on to combat injustice. ae 


Senator Ernest W. McFarland of Arizona—who has 
been friendly and unfailing in his help to the woman’s 


cause. As a member of the Senate Judiciary Commit- 


tee he has backed all issues for women’s advancement. 


Senator Kenneth D. McKellar of Tennessee—whose 
support dates back to suffrage days. When the state 
of Tennessee gave the final needed ratification of the 
Federal Suffrage Amendment, he went to Tennessee 
to do all in his power to obtain this ratification. Dean 
of the Senate and its presiding officer, he cast his vote 
for the Equal Rights Amendment in July of this year. 


Other candidates who have given definite aid to the 
Woman’s Cause in the Senate are: Senator William F. 
Knowland of California, Senator Arthur H. Vanden- 
berg of Michigan, Senator H. Alexander Smith of New 

ersey, Senator Hugh Butler of Nebraska. : 


In pee: to the friendly members of the Senate 
who are candidates for re-election, there are many 
new Senatorial candidates who have had as yet no 
Congressional record, but whose support of the equal- 
ity cause is well known. Among these are former 
Governor M. Clifford Townsend of Indiana, Governor 
Edward Martin of Pennsylvania, Governor Herbert 
R. O Conor of Maryland, Brigadier General David 
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Fs 
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Ethel Adamson, N. J. Alma Lutz, Mass. 

Nina Horton Avery, Va. Marion May, N. Y. 
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TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


Bg of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged 
by the United States or by any State on account of sex. 


munis and the several States shall have power, within their 
tm jurisdictions, to enforce this article by appropriate legisla- 


“Co 

N. 

“This amendment shall take effect three years after the date of 
ratification.” 


STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, CIRCULA- 
TION, ETC., REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF 
AUGUST 24 1912, AS AMENDED BY THE ACTS OF MARCH 3, 
19838 AND JULY 2, 1946. 


Of EQUAL RIGHTS, official organ, National Woman’s ay 
ie mag bi-monthly at Washington, D. C., and printed at 406 W. 
wood St., Baltimore, Md., for October, 1946. 


Before me, a Notary Public, in and for the District aforesaid, 
personally ed Dora G. Ogle, who, having been duly sworn 
according to law, deposes and says that she is the Business Manager 
of the EQUAL RIGHTS publication, and that the following is, to the 
best of her knowledge and belief, a true statement of the ownership, 
management (and if a daily paper, the circulation), etc., of the afore- 
said publication for the date shown in the above caption, required by 
the Act of August 24, 1912, as amended by the Act of March 8, 1933, 
embodied in section 537, Postal Laws and Regulations, printed on the 
reverse of this form, to wit: 


1. That the names and addresses of the publisher and business 
managers are: 


„ National Woman's Party, 144 B Street, N. E., Washing 


we ee Manager, Dora G. Ogle, 144 B Street, N. E., Washing- 


2. That the owner is: (If owned by a corporation, its name and 
address must be stated and also immediately thereunder the names 
and addresses of stockholders owning or holding one per cent or more 
of total amount of stock. If not owned by a corporation, the names 
and addresses of the individual owners must be given. If owned by a 

„company, or other unincorporated concern, its name and address 
as well as those of each individual member, must be given.) 

National Woman's Party: National Executive Council—National 
Chairman, Anita Pollitzer, 8. C.; ist Vice-Chairman, Clara Snell 
Wolfe, Ohio; 2nd Vice-Chairman, Margaret C. Williams, Conn.; 8rd 
Vice-Chairman, Ethe] Ernest Murrell, Fla.; Secretary, Margaret H. 
Sebree, N. C.; Treasurer, Gladys Greiner, Md.; Laura M. Berrien, 
D. C.; ‘Cecil Norton Broy, Va.; M. Lucretia Hayden, Calif.; Emma 
Guffey Miller, Pa.; Jane Norman Smith, Vt.; Amelia Himes Walker, 
Md.; Agnes E. Wells, Ind.; Alice Morgan Wright, N. I. 

3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security 
holders owning or holding 1 per cent or more of total amount of 
bonds, mortgages, or other securities are: (If there are none, 80 


state). There are none. . 
j DORA G. OGLE, Business Manager. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 20th day of September, 1946. 


CHAS. E. ALDEN, Notary Public, D. C. 
(My commission expires August 27, 1947.) 


7 ohn Markey of Maryland, Governor Edward J. Thye 


of Minnesota, Mayor George FE. Brunner of Camden, 


New Jersey, Mr. George W. Malone and Mr. Berkeley 
L. Bunker of Nevada, Mr. Ralph E. Flanders and Mr. 
Charles P. McDevitt of Vermont, former Representa- 
tive John Young Brown of Kentucky, Mr. Thomas 
Sweeney of West Virginia, Mr. Abner B. Larson of 
North Dakota, Mr. Ward S. Powers of Arizona, Mr. 
Zales N. Ecton and Mr. Leif Erickson of Montana, 
Theodore Jorgenson of Minnesota, James H. Lee of 
Michigan, Arthur FE. Thompson of North Dakota. 


Special mention should be made of two Governors 
who are candidates for the United States Senate. 


Governor Edward Martin of Pennsylvania, who aid- 
ed in securing the Equal Rights plank in the Republi- 
can platform in 1944, and who has in other ways given 
valuable support to the cause of equality for women. 


Governor Herbert R. O’Conor of Maryland, who aid- 
ed in obtaining the Equal Rights plank in the Demo- 
cratic platform in 1944, and who has spoken in sup- 
port of equality for women on many occasions. 


Altogether there are fourteen states, at the time of 
going to press, in which both candidates have an- 
nounced their support of the Amendment. These 


states where both candidates are favorable are: Ari- 


zona, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Mon- 
tana, Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Dakota, 
Pennsylvania, Vermont, West Virginia, Wyoming. 
Favorable candidates are: Arizona, Senator Ernest W: 
McFarland (D), the present incumbent, and Ward S. 
Powers (R), who is running against him; Indiana, 
former Governor M. Clifford Townsend (D) and 
former Representative William E. Jenner (R); Mary- 
land, Governor Herbert R. O’Conor (D), and David 
John Markey (R); Michigan, Senator Arthur Vanden- 
berg (R), the present incumbent, and James Lee (D), 
who is running against him; Minnesota, Governor Ed- 
ward J. Thye (R), and Theodore Jorgenson (D-Farm- 
er-Labor) ; Montana, Zales N. Ecton (R) and Leif 
Erickson (D); Nevada, Berkeley L. Bunker (D) and 
George W. Malone (R); New Jersey, Senator H. Aleæ- 
ander Smith (R), the present incumbent, and George 
E. Brunner (D), who is running against him; New 


Mexico, Senator Dennis Chavez (D), the present in- 


cumbent, and Patrick J. Hurley (R), who is running 
against nim; North Dakota, Senator William Langer 
(R), the present incumbent, Abner B. Larson (D), 
and Arthur E. Thompson, Independent Republican, 
who are running against him; Pennsylvania, Senator 
Joseph F. Guffey (D), the present incumbent, and 
Governor Edward Martin (R), running against 
him; Vermont, Ralph E. Flanders (R) and Charles P. 
McDevitt (D); West Virginia, Senator Harley M. Kil- 
gore (D), the present incumbent, and Thomas 
Sweeney (R), who is running against him; Wyoming, 
Senator Joseph C. O’Mahoney (D), the present incum- 
bent, and Harry B. Henderson, Jr. (R), who is run- 
ning against him. | 
In eight other states, where Senatorial contests will 
be held, one of the Senatorial candidates has declared 
his support of the Amendment, while the other nom- 
inee has not, up to the time of going to press, replied 
to our questionnaire. These states are: California, Del- 


aware, Florida, Idaho, Kentucky, Nebraska, New 


York, Tennessee. The favorable candidates are: 
California, Senator William F. Knowland (R); 
Delaware, Senator James M. Tunnell (D) ; Florida, J. 
Harry Schad (R); Idaho, George Donart (D); Ken- 
tucky, John Young Brown (D); Nebraska, Senator 
Hugh Butler (R); New York, Irving Ives (R); 
Tennessee, Senator Kenneth D. McKellar (D). 
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House Candidates Who Are F riends Of Justice For Women. 


For the House of Representatives, there is a long 
list of candidates who are good friends of the equality 
cause and have been unfailing in their support. Chief 
among these are Representative Louis Ludlow of In- 
diana, for many years chief sponsor of the Amend- 
ment in the House, whose valiant support of the 
Woman Movement dates back to his days as a news- 
paper man in Washington during the suffrage cam- 
paign; Representative Fadjo Cravens of Arkansas, 
who introduced the Equal Rights Amendment simul- 
taneously with Representative Ludlow, in the 79th 
Congress, and presented the case for the Amendment 
before the House Judiciary Committee; Representative 
John M. Robsion of Kentucky, who led the forces for 
the Amendment on the Republican side in the House 
Judiciary Committee. 

In addition, are candidates who were sponsors of 
the Equal Rights Amendment in the last Congress. 
Of the seventy-six House sponsors of the Equal 
Rights Amendment, besides those already mentioned, 


we remember with especial gratitude Representatives 


Edith Nourse Rogers, Massachusetts; Margaret Chase 
Smith, Maine; Frank W. Boykin, Alabama; Richard 
F. Harless and John R. Murdock of Arizona; Oren 
Harris and W. F. Norrell, Arkansas; Claire Engle, 
Jack Z. Anderson, Gordon L. McDonough, Chet Holi- 
field, Carl Hinshaw, Harry R. Sheppard, John Phillips, 
Ed. V. Izac, Richard J. Welch, California; Philip A. 
Traynor, Delaware; J. Hardin Peterson, Joe Hen- 
dricks, Dwight L. Rogers, and Emory H. Price, Flor- 
ida; Compton I. White, Idaho; William L. Dawson, 


Illinois; Earl Wilson, Indiana; Paul Cunningham, 
Iowa; Thomas D’Alesandro, Jr., and George H. Fallon, 
Maryland; Angier L. Goodwin, Massachusetts; Roy O. 
Woodruff, Michigan; Marion T. Bennett and Walter 
C. Ploeser, Missouri; Fred A. Hartley, Jr., Harry L. 
Towe, New Jersey; Leonard W. Hall, Leo F. Rayfield, 
Ellsworth B. Buck, Joseph Clark Baldwin, Bernard W. 
Kearney, Edwin Arthur Hall, George F. Rogers, Jo- 
seph L. Pfeifer, New York; Herbert C. Bonner, North 
Carolina; William Lemke and Charles R. Robertson, 
North Dakota; P. W. Griffiths and J. Harry we he bly 
Ohio; Homer Angell, Oregon; Herbert J. McGlinchey, 
Daniel J. Flood, William A. Barrett, John E. Sheridan, 
William J. Green, Jr., Daniel K. Hoch, Pennsylvania; 
Joseph R. Bryson, South Carolina; Charles A. Plumley, 
Vermont; Howard W. Smith and John W. Flannagan, 
Jr., Virginia; Jennings Randolph and Cleveland M. 
Bailey, West Virginia; Alvin E. O’Konski, Wisconsin; 
Frank A. Barrett, Wyoming. 


Among the candidates in the November election are 
the following House Judiciary Committee members 
who cooperated greatly in obtaining the favorable 
report on the Equal Rights Amendment. To them 
should go recognition for their work in women’s be- 


half: Fadjo Cravens, Arkansas; John M. Robsion, 


Kentucky; William T. Byrne, New York; Joseph R. 
Bryson, South Carolina; John H. Tolan, California; 
Frank L. Chelf, Kentucky ; Chauncey W. Reed, Illinois; 
Louis E. Graham, Pennsylvania; Raymond S. Springer, 
Indiana; Frank Fellows, Maine; Earl R. Lewis, Ohio; 
Angier L. Goodwin, Massachusetts. 


Who Are The Opponents Of Justice For Women? 


Of the Senators who opposed the Equal Rights 
Amendment when it came to a vote on July 19, 1946, 
eight have already been eliminated by defeat in the 
primaries or by voluntary retirement. 


Four of the opponents of Equal Rights, who cast 
their votes against the Amendment on July 19, are, 
however, running again this year for the United 
States Senate. They are: Senator Abe Murdock of 
Utah, Senator David I. Walsh of Massachusetts, Sen- 
ator James Wylie Huffman of Ohio, Senator Hugh B. 
Mitchell of Washington. 

Women in the States of these four Senators can 


advance the cause of women by using their votes to 
oppose the reelection of these candidates who have 
voted against the Amendment. 


In the House of Representatives, among those run- 
ning for re-election, are these members who have taken 
a special part in opposing the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment: Representatives Emanuel Celler, New York; 
Sam Hobbs, Alabama; Thomas J. Lane, Massachu- 
setts; Michael A. Feighan, Ohio. We are not listing 
opponents where the results have already been deter- 
mined by the primaries. 


Organization Work Strengthened 


As announced in the last issue of Equal Rights, Mrs. Grace 
Cook Kurz of New York has accepted the important post of 
National Organization Chairman of the National Woman’s 
Party. 

Mrs. Kurz is known to many members of the National Wo- 
man’s Party through her work with this and other organiza- 


tions. She has — served as Acti Chairman of the 
New Vork State Branch of the National Woman's 4 * and 
has taken an active part in other national groups, including 
the American Association of University Women. Always a 
strong advocate of suffrage, she helped that movement when- 
ever she could during her teaching career. She marched in 
the famous New York suffrage parade. Mrs. Kurz has travelled 
or visited in most of the states. She has lived in Connecticut, 
Colorado, District of Columbia, Illinois, Iowa, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, ogo ye New Jersey, and South Dakota. She is 
now a resident of New York. e Atlantic and Pacific sea- 

are equally familiar to her. She holds the degrees of 
A. B. and A. M. from Wellesley, and has done graduate work 
at the University of Chicago. 


In commenting on the task which she has begun, Mrs. Kurz 

says: 
“It is well understood that organization is not an 
end in itself, but merely one means of working toward 
an acknowledged end. purpose is plainly the pass- 
2 by Congress of the Equal Rights Amendment and 
assurance of its ratification. Organization can be 
helpful by awakening wide popular interest and activ- 
ity, and by providing means of promoting solidarity 
and intercommunication among members. 

“We must start from where we are, but we can en- 
visage the goal of 48 states having eager and active 
members united in the common cause. Intercommunica- 
tion and interchange of ideas and of personnel should 
become common and stimulating. With increased mem- 
bership many persons will become increasingly active. 
The immediate problem is to find more of these poten- 
tially active persons. Then members of Congress and 
later members of the state legislatures will hear from 
more and more home folks. If the different regions 
cooperate we ought to make a good start,” 
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The Equal Rights Amendment is already more of an 
issue with the coming Congress than it has ever been. 


Reports from various parts of the country show that 


the Amendment has been a deciding factor in certain 
primary elections where an incumbent who voted 
against the Equal Rights Amendment was running 
against a candidate who had declared for. | 

A case in point is the State of Nevada, where Senator 
Edward P. Carville, who voted against the Equal 
Rights Amendment, when it came before the Senate 
on July 19, was defeated in the Democratic primaries. 
His vote against the Amendment is credited with being 
a major factor in his defeat. Hon. Berkeley L. Bunker, 
who won over Senator Carville in the Democratic pri- 
maries, is a supporter of the Amendment. 

Anne Martin, member of the National Council, Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, who led the campaign in Nevada 
when suffrage was won, took great pains to see that 
the women voters knew of Senator Carville’s opposi- 
tion to the Amendment in the United States Senate. 


Miss Martin wrote to the Woman’s Party Headquarters 


on September 7: 


“As you undoubtedly know, Senator Carville was 
def in the Primary election, September 8, by Mr. 
Berkeley Bunker, by a close vote of about 2000 major- 
ity. ... Both Mr. Bunker, his 8 t in 
the Democratic pri ies, and Mr. M A A ang — 
ed themselves to vote for Equal 
Rights Amendment. I thank it is fair to state that the 
Equal Rights Amendment was made an issue in the 
primary campaign, and that Senator Carville’s adverse 
him. The local and other newspapers wrote edi 
on Senator Carville’s mistake in 2 against the 
Amendment. I gave material on the Amendment to 
state-wide speakers, all of which had its effect.” 
In the Reno Gazette of September 20, in analyzing 
Senator Carville’s defeat, Miss Martin says: 
“It is fitting that this should be so: that women 
should use women’s issues, social issues, for the wel- 
fare of human beings and or the advancement o 


nominee, have 


principle, hope that women will eventu- 
ment, not only for their own elopment but for the 
welfare of the man-controlled state and the man-con- 
tro world, which needs so terribly what they will 
learn to give.” 

As an illustration of the political work that is being 
done in the States to forward the Amendment, and to 
serve as a guide to women who have a similar situation 
in the November elections, we quote from Miss Mar- 
tin’s able, unanswerable radio speech over KOM, Reno, 
on August 2: 

“Like most suffragists, I from a non-partisan 
n er of any political party. 
We early in our work for the enfranchisement 
principle, cause we are or, above 
interest of any political party, with due respect for the 

“Now, as to the Equal Rights Amendment to the 
United States Constitution, which Senator Carville 
voted against when it came before the Senate a month 
ago, and thus helped to defeat. May I say here that 
Senator McCarran, as Chairman of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, and on the floor of the Senate, did everything 
in his power for its adoption. Representative Berkeley 
Bunker supports the amendment. By his adverse vote, 
Senator Carville made it a campaign issue in Nevada. 


“What is the Equal Rights Amendment? It is a sim- 
ple declaration which reads: ‘ ty of rights under 
the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any State on account of sex.” It has been. 
introduced into 8 since 1923. It has been 
endorsed by more rty important women's or- 
ganizations, including the General Federation of 


The Amendment In The Election Campaign 


Women’s Clubs, the National Education Associati 
the National Federation of Business and Professi 

Women, and many others. It has been endorsed by the 
President of the United States, by the Democratic and 
Republican national platforms 1944, and more 
than thirty governors of states. Yet Senator 


vances that have been made 


women, including the National Suffrage 
have met this same type of opposition. 


“What is its object? To establish equality of rights 


for men and women under the Constitution and the 


8 


injusti 
of funda- 


89 


women; every employer, every universi 
fessional school wi IMA 


will 
remove a destructive inferiority complex in 
themselves, It will encourage the election of women to 


public office, their appointment to positions of public 
trust, because they can no longer be branded as a sub- 
class of citizens—as not legal persons oying full 
equality of rights. Yet Senator Carville it. 

“Nevada women have a great opportunity, in the 
election now only a little more than a week 
protest against what seems his arbitrary and 

„use of power against their highest in- 


away 
unli 


It is gratifying that in Nevada not only was an oppo- 


nent of the Equal Rights Amendment defeated in the 


primaries but all candidates running in the November 
— * have given pledges of support for the Amend- 
men 
From Vermont, Jane Norman Smith, member of 
National Council, National Woman's Party, informed 
all nominees in the primaries for Congress, for Gov- 
ernor, for the State Legislature on the arguments for 
the Amendment. After the primaries, she wrote Na- 
tional Headquarters: / 
“There was only one candidate for 


not declare his support of the Am 
Primary Election campaign, and he lost.” 


Both nominees for the United. States Senate to fill 
the place of Senator Austin, friend of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, who takes his seat on the Security Coun- 
cil of the United Nations, declared for the Amend- 
ment. Mr. Ralph E. Flanders, Republican nominee— 
and in Vermont this is tantamount to election—wrote 
Mrs. Smith: : 

“I am emphatically and devotedly in favor of the 


Rights Amendment to the Federal Constitution. 
Do not hesitate to quote me as holding that opinion.” 


who did 
in the 


| voted against it. 
“Why do some oppose it? The answer is simple: 
ened. All other by 
| laws of the respective states, and under the Federal 
Statutes. 
* is it necessary? The answer again is simple: 
3 right women won by the National Suffrage 
Amendment was the right to vote. The civil and eco- . 
nomic rights of women were unaffected by the Suffrage 
Amendment, There are more than one thousand in- 
ing 
w y co us 
ee time the Constitution was adopted in 1789. According 
Z to the official literature on which the following state- 
ments are largely based, these discriminations against 
women in the respective states affect property and in- 
heritance rights, the right of contract, divorce and 
guardianship rights, the right to work for a — 
hold publie many other phases 
Equal Rights Amendment will correct that 
Yet Senator Carville voted against this act 
mental justice. 
men and women alike? Suffrage Amendment 
women the right to vote, but, ag shown, it 
Equal ts Amendment will raise status 
womankind. ... it gusujpes Wendel ana the 
early feminists’ faith in women as the ‘guardians of the 
iment 
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The Republican candidate for Governor, Mr. Ernest 
W. Gibson, wrote Mrs. Smith: 


** Rights Amendment to the eral Constitution 


if elected, I shall support its ratification by the 
Legislature.” 


In August, the following letter was sent to all Demo- 
cratic nominees for Congress by Mrs. Emma Guffey 
Miller, Member, Democratic National Committee for 
Pennsylvania: 


August 23, 1946. 
: 2929 Benton Place, 
Washington, D. C. 
Dear Fellow Democrat: 

As a member of the Democratic National Committee 
which steered our Party to success at the in 1944, 
I am writing to ask your active support for one of the 
measures endorsed in our 1944 National Platform—the 

roposed Constitutional Amendment to give equality 
ore the law to women. The plank in our platform 


reads: “We recommend to Congress the submission of a 
D Amendment on equal rights for women.“ 


Recently our National Chairman, the manne 
Robert E. Hannegan, and our Vice-Chairman, M 
Gladys Tillett, have reaffirmed the support of o an Party 
for the Amendment. Copies of Mr. — 
ett’s are enclosed. 

yh Senator, endorsed the Equal ts 
ay President, has his 


as 
endorsement—when. at had the honor of 1 a group 
of professional and industrial women to 


This Amendment was reported ay ane in the 79th 
Congress by the Judiciary Committees of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives, of which two distin- 
23 Democratic lawyers are Chairmen, Senator 

at McCarren and the Hon. Hatton W. Sumners. 


In July, the Amendment received a majority vote in 
the Senate, failing by only 11 votes of the 
two-thirds majority. Majority Leader Senator Alben 
W. Barkley, made an earnest appeal to all Senators 
to support this Amendment, saying: 


“There is an element of ln 
this Amendment. Both tical parties in 1 
pledged themselves to submit this Amendment to 

tie Party is under obligation to give the States 
an opportunity to pass on this matter 


from you that you will, support, the 
& Amendment in accordance with our Party 
pledge be of great help in the campaign to in- 


of Se only eleven votes of 
for 


gave — t favora 
cast for the amendment at this time. Senator Austin 
of Vermont led the debate on the 1 side; Sen- 
ator Vandenberg of Mi Chairman of the Republi- 
can Conference; Senator erry of Nebraska, Re — 
can and Senator Wisconsin, Republi 

the Judi Committee, 

who ably 2 e Amendment, as did 
Ferguson of Michi of 


those 


chigan, Senator North 
Dakota and Senator Stanfill of Kentu Republican 
members of the Judiciary Committee. 


Rights Amendment 8 with our 


Party 
n be a t help in the 
cam 


— of — as did the suffrage 


— women have been active in its 
behalf. 


We enclose a card for your convenience in replying. 
Sincerely yours, 
(Mrs.) Marion Margery Scranton, 
Member for Pennsylvania ublican 
National Committee. 12 


On behalf of the National Woman's Party, Anita 
Pollitzer, National Chairman, wrote all nominees for 
Congress as follows: 


September 21, 1946. 
To All Nominees for the Coming Congress: 


Congress 
adjourned—the first time it was brought up for a vote 
in that body. 


against 
ta ths oF that 
racy or republic. Moreover, new — can 
be enacted at the whim of tive bodies. We do 
not practice justice when our 


ws deny it to half of ö 
erease our a ged in the next Con May I hear our own citizens. | : 
from you? I enclose a card to f tate your reply. The National Woman's I 
ups are working for g 
Sincerely yours, ing it % te the most effective and permanent way to ‘ 
Emma Guffey Miller, establish equality Let rights and under 
e passage Amendment, each 
. Member, Democratic National Committee. State would still decide its own standard of legisla- 4 
r | tion, but all laws would observe the principle of equal 
l- To e nominees for Congress, Mrs. rights between men and women. 
Worthington Scranton, Member, Republican National oe United 
su e principle of “the 5 
4 Committee for Pennsylvania, sent the following letter: pre —4— 
Scranton, Pennsylvania. men and women.” The Equal Rights Amendment vad 
— August 29, 1946. carry out this principle in our own land. 
1 Dear Fellow Republican: | We would me ee 
* We feel that the interests of the nation will best be 
— Republican Congress. We are — Anite Pollitzer, 
your ve support for a measure endo 
** matter of information this letter sent 
law to women. The 1944 plank in our platform reads: to 23 12 those who 5 : 
ll “We favor submission by the Congress to the istered their support, and to whom we are profo 
8 States of an Amendment to the Constitution pro- grateful.) | 
l- or equal rig or men and women.” Th 
e, rr 1 ese letters are be reinforced by work done in 
4 Carroll oe Soe oe — the States by National Woman's Party officers and by 
" — groups which have joined hands in their effort to see 


Congress which has just come to a close the 
Equal 1 Amendment 2 favorably reported by 


both the Committees. 
Amendment recei 


that the 80th Congress is composed of Senators and 
Congressmen who believe that equality of rights 


under the law, shall not be denied or * on 


account of sex.“ 


* 


. 
| 
14 
| 
| 
In the name of our organization which is strongly in | 
favor of the — * Rights Amendment, I am writing 
to ask if you will support the submission of this meas- | 
ure by Congress to the States. The platforms of both | 
parties declare in favor of this action. 
The text of this Amendment, as favorably reported 
by both the Senate and House Judiciary Committees in | 
the 79th Congress, is enclosed. In this form, the | 
Amendment received a _ vote in the United | 
The | position of women today is one of insecur- | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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September-October, 1946 


Message From The World Woman’s Party For Equal Rights 
To The Peace Conference, Meeting In Paris 


(Presented in French, with Slight Variations, to the Peace Conference, September, 1946) 


A T THIS time, when the question of whether our 

race is to survive or ego rests upon our suc- 
cess or failure to establish peace for mankind, we 
earnestly invoke your immediate consideration of the 
following proposition: 

That the half of the human race which has 

most heartily hated war and has had no part 

in the planning of wars be now included in 

the planning for peace. 


You will not need the reminder that at all times 
women have borne their full share in the hardships 
of war and in its dire consequences. 

You will not need the reminder that in the expand- 
ing catastrophe of our time their share has gone 
beyond loss and bereavement and that now, women, 
no less than men, have in their own persons, become 
the victims of indiscriminate doom. 

You will not need the reminder that the will of 
women is strong to work with all their hearts and 
with all their minds for peace. 

We therefore enjoin upon you that in equal meas- 
ure in your councils, you avail yourselves of the 


wisdom of men and the wisdom of women, recogniz- 
ing that this can be achieved only through equal rep- 
resentation in every organ and every agency of inter- 
national relations. 

And, to this end, we enjoin upon you that before 
any further action is taken, every participating nation 
shall forthwith appoint women with full voting 
powers to its delegation at this present Peace Confer- 
ence. 

We ask further that a guarantee of “the equal 
rights of men and women be specifically included in 
the Peace Treaties. 

Fou will recognize, as we recognize, that this pro- 
vision, as set forth in the treaties, must apply to all 
the contracting parties; to the twenty-one Allied 
Nations as well as to Italy, Bulgaria, Roumania, Hun- 
gary and Finland, if the Peace Treaties are to conform 
to the letter and the spirit of the Charter of the United 
Nations and uphold “the dignity and worth of the 
human person, the equal rights of men and women.“ 

(Note: An account of the campaign for seats for 
Table will be given in the next 
tssue. 


The World And The Nation 


By NoRA STANTON BARNEY 


In the history of democracy, the liberal and progres- 
sive policy of one state has often influenced a whole 
nation to adopt those policies. Then, in turn, the 
nation brings its influence to bear on the reactionary 
and undemocratic policies of its component parts or 
states, and, in time, brings them in line with national 
policy. That has been the history of our Country in 
many things, and now we hope that same pattern will 
be reflected in world affairs, with the Nations corre- 
sponding to the States, and the United Nations to the 


United States. 

Just as Wyoming led the way that ended in final suffrage 
victory and the Nineteenth Amendment, so the nations that 
believed in the equal rights of women, with their combined influ- 
ence at San Francisco, had this principle written into the 
Charter of the United Nations. But it is one thing to have 
words written into a Charter, and another thing to get them 
implemented so that tangible results will follow. 


Under the old League of Nations, there was a Commission 
on the Status of Women, but until delegations of women landed 
in London last winter to urge the Assembly of the United 
Nations to appoint such a Commission, nothing had been done 
about it by the United Nations. The World Woman’s Party 
took the initiative, and under the able leadership of Lady 
Pethick-Lawrence of England, Amelia Walker and Betty Gram 
Swing, from this country, and Lady Pascoe Rutter others 
from England, succeeded in having a commission on the Status 
of Women appointed. But somehow along the line instead of 
emerging as a full commission under the Social and Economic 
Council it emerged as a sub-commission under the Commission 
on Human Rights, of which Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt is chairman. 


We all know only too well, and have heard only too often 
great speeches on human rights by „ who have in mind 


only the * of men, and never of the human rights 
of women. Even women who have at heart mainly discrimina- 
tions on account of race and color, completely forget discrimi- 
nations on account of sex. The Commission on Human Rights 
will probably emphasize these racial discriminations rather 
than those of women. It was therefore of the utmost import- 
ance that the question of the status of women be elevated from 
a subservient position under the Human Rights Commission to 
a full commission standing on its own feet, on equal footing 
with the Commission on Human Rights, both reporting to the 
Social and Economic Council. The stupendous task of bringing 
this about was undertaken by a group of volunteers from the 
National and World Woman’s P ‘ | 

The Sub-commission on the tus of Women met and 


women, and of the necessity of a full 


brought forth, in New York, May 14, 1946, after long labor and 

discussion, a brilliant statement of their principles and p ; 

This document produced by these splendid women of many ands 

elicited the warm public admiration of such men at the United 

Fant as John G. Winant, Trygvie Lie, and Sir Ramaswami 
udaliar. 

The document was presented to the Commission on Human 
Rights. After attending a couple of sessions, it became evident 
to even my inexperienced eye, that, if the Status of Women 
remained a sub-commission under the Human Rights Commis- 
sion it would never amount to anything great or vital, but 
would always play the role of a forgotten small sister who stays 
home and is while the big brothers go out into the world. 


The story of just how it was done may never be told in detail, 
but under the skillful and untiring leadership of Alice Paul, 
whose inspiration and determination galvani a lot of us into 
action, a miracle was accomplished. 

When one has broken through the lower crust of small pro- 
fessional officialdom, one finds a freer and more progressive air 
to breathe. Member after member of the Social and Economic 
Council spoke of the paramount importance of a high status for 
commission to bring it 
about. Finally, on June 21, 1946, the momentous victory was 
won. The Social and Economic Council endorsed the report of 
its sub-committee to make the Status of Women a full Commis- 
sion responsible directly to the Economic and Social Council. 
The United States Delegate, Mr. John Winant, offered the reso- 
lution which raised the woman’s commission to the rank of a 
full commission. The text of the resolution was as follows: 


COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 
Resolution Adopted June 21, 1946, by the Economic and 
Social Council of the United Nations. 

The Economic and Social Council, having considered the 
Report of the nuclear Commission on Human Rights and of 
the nuclear Sub-commission on the Status of Women of 21 
May 1946, decides to confer upon the Sub-Commission the status 


of a full commission to be known as the Commission on the 
Status of women. 
1 Functions 

The function of the Commission shall be to prepare recom- 
mendations and reports to the Economie and Social Council 
on promoting women's rights in political, economic, social and 
Commission also make recommen- 

ions uncil on urgent problems uiring immediate 
in the field of rights. 

e Commission may submit proposals to Council regard- 

ing its terms of reference. * (Continued on Page 48) 
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Biennial Convention Of National Woman’s Party 
January 25-26, 1947—Washington, D. C. 
Cal TO THE CONVENTION 


OON after the new Congress convenes, the National 

Woman's Party Biennial Convention will be beld 
in the Nation’s Capital. At this convention we will 
make plans for carrying the campaign for the Equal 
Rights Amendment to completion. The dates will 
be Saturday and Sunday, January 25 and 26. 


Due to war conditions and because of the explicit 
requirements of the Office of Defense Transportation 
during the war, our last Convention, in 1945, was a 
Convention by Mail—the case with many societies. 
Since we could not then have the opportunity of 
meeting personally with our colleagues, it is especially 
important that we, members of the National Woman’s 
Party, be present in Washington to participate in the 


important discussions, to share what has been done 


in the past, and to plan for the future. : 


Since the last time we met together, personally, in 
National Convention, in October 1942, much has been 
accomplished. For the first time, the President of 
the United States has declared for the Equal Rights 
Amendment. Both the Democratic and Republican 
parties have now come out for the Equal Rights 
Amendment in their national platforms, whereas pre- 
viously only one had done so; the Judiciary Commit- 
tees of both Houses of Congress have given their su 
port for the Amendment, whereas previously the Judi- 
ciary Committee of only the Senate had favorably 
reported the Amendment. Over thirty State Governors 
have endorsed the Amendment. The Chairmen of 
both political parties have for the first time spoken 
in its behalf. The Equal Rights Amendment has, for 
the first time, been voted on in the United States 
Senate, receiving a majority vote. 

Since 1942, the number of sponsors of the Equal 


Rights Amendment in the Senate increased to 


twenty-four, and in the House to seventy-six. A large 
number of impo t national women’s organizations 
have voiced their approval. The National Education 
Association representing the teachers of the United 
States, men and women alike, endorsed the Amend- 
ment in 1944; the General Federation of Women’s 


Clubs, one of the largest women’s organizations in the 


country gave its endorsement the same year. 


A great step was taken in 1943 through the 
formation of the Women’s Joint Legislative Com- 
mittee for Equal Rights, composed of over thirty 
national organizations which now endorse the Equal 
Rights Amendment. In addition, other national socie- 
ties are now lending their support in various ways: 
The National Council of Women, a clearing house 
organization with an affiliated membership of 5,000,- 
000 members, recommended this year that its member 


organizations request the Congress of the United 


States to submit the Equal Rights Amendment to the 
States for action. Other organizations of women, such 
as the Quota International, the National Women’s 
Press Association, and many state groups have re- 
cently gone on record for the Amendment. 

The most outstanding advance in the woman move- 
ment has come in the world arena. The Charter of 
the United Nations adopted in San Francisco in 1945 
declares, in its Preamble, for “fundamental human 
rights. .. the dignity and worth of the human person 
... the equal rights of men and women.” Its “Purpose 
and Principles” declare for “fundamental freedoms 
for all without distinction as to race, sez, language or 


religion.” The United Nations Assembly, meeting in 
London last winter, set up a Sub-commission on the 
Status of Women to make a reality of the Charter 
provisions. In May of this year the Woman’s Com- 
mission presented a history-making statement in sup- 
port of equality for women “in all fields of human 
enterprise.” In June the United Nations gave added 
power to the Woman’s Commission by raising it to 
the rank of a full commission. In October the United 
Nations invited fifteen governments to appoint official 
representatives on the Woman’s Commission. 


In all of this campaign, both national and inter- 
national, it is heartening to realize that in these ex- 
ceedingly difficult war and post-war years, the cause 
of equality for women has so greatly gone forward. 

Now we meet in January, 1947, at a time when the 
new Congress will come into being, the new Congress 
which will be charged with the task of completing the 
emancipation of women in so far as law can do so, 
through the of the Equal Rights Amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States. 

Our Nation is committed to the goal of equality 
through membership in the United Nations. Political 
parties have expressed themselves on the Equal Rights 
Amendment. Where once the National Woman’s 
Party stood alone in its advocacy of this measure, 
it is now supported by great national organizations. 
We are in a position to secure passage of the Amend- 
ment by Congress without further delay. 

Let us join hands in Washington in January to 
lay our plans and unite our strength for the passage 
of the Equal Rights Amendment. | 


Anita Pollitzer, Margaret C. Williams, 
National Chairman. Second Vice Chairman. 


Clara Snell Wolfe, Ethel Ernest Murrell, 
First Vice Third Vice Chairman. 


Agnes E. Wells, Indiana, Convention Chairman. 


THE WORLD AND THE NATION (Continued) 


2. Composition 

(a) The Commission on the Status of Women shall consist 
of one representative from each of the fifteen Members of 
the United Nations selected by the Council. 


(b) With a view to securing a balanced representation in 
the various fields covered by the Commission, the Secretary 
General shall consult with the governments so selected before 
the representatives are — | nominated by these governments 
and confirmed by the Council. 


(c) Except for the initial period, the term of office shall 
be for three years. For the initial period, one-third of the 
members shall serve for two years, one-third for three * 
and one-third for four years, the term of each member be 
determined by lot. 


(d) Retiring members shall be eligible for re-election. 


(e) In the event that a member of the Commission is unable 
to serve for the full three-year term, the vacancy thus arising 
shall be filled by a representative designated by the member 
government, ** to the provisions of paragraph (b) above. 


3. Policy and Programme | 
Sections I and II of the Report of the Sub-Commission, con 
cerning Policy and Programme, shall be referred for study 

to the Commission on the Status of Women. 


4. Documentation 
In order to assist the Commission on the Status of Women, 
the Secretary-General is requested to make arrangements for 
a complete and detailed study of legislation concerning the 
= of women and the practical application of such legisla- 
n. 
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Eastern Regional Conference 


BV OatTMan, Ph.D. 
. Delegate from the District of Colwinbia Branch = 
ö The Eastern Regional Conference. held in Atlantie Points of the. . 1 
\ City, New Jersey, on June 15-16, brought together feminism as a way of life, and showed the ter f 28. 
members and friends of the National Woman’s Party cepting those principles and following that way. 
from Virginia, District of Columbia, Maryland, Penn- 


i _ gvivania, New Jersey, New York and Connecticut. of the Amendment in Congress and calling upon the Congres- 
4 Miss Marie Lockwood, Chairman of the Delaware sional leaders for favorable action on the 3 77 


Branch, was unable to be present, but sent in the er the National Panty in biennial con- 


report of activities. 13 se tes in the fall of 1946. 
| an inspiring address, referring to the rising position of women 1 5 1 Mrs. Dorothy Shipley Granger ( Md.), 
throughout the world. Several guests representin frous 2: whom the rman of the Conference, Mrs. Mary Stockton 1 
which cooperate with our program, added variety an mulus ylor (Pa.), had turned over the meetings, and who had 

to the occasion. Among them were Mrs. Luella Koons (N. J.), ~~ served as Chairman of Arrangements, did wonderful work 

1 representing the National Federation of Soroptimist Clubs; pushing forward the heavy program and handling with un- I 
Miss Evelyn Ginnetti (N. J.), representing the Venture Club; failing tact the countless problems that arose. 


Miss Laura M. Berrien (D. C.) 3 the National Asso- What did the Conference accomplish? Many things. It en- 


ciation of Women Lawyers; Miss Ey Sherwin (N. Y.), abled us to ti 4 

representing the Industrial League for Equality; Miss Moll reassess our position and to decide our next moves. 
i Maloney, same; Dr. Eleanore Arthur (N. J.), representing the L. eee how far-reaching, how basically important, 
| 


ity is. It brought us an increase not only of 8 

National Group Action Couneil and the Osteovathie Women's : y 

National Association; Mrs. Serena Foley Davis (Pa.), repre- — of spiritual strength to 1 this forward. It gave us 

88 the — — — afterwards taken, has — 
C.), representing the Nationa emy of Bro 

| and Mrs. Elsie Graff (D. C.), representing the St. Joan Society. — 4 — 4 — whole woman movement t I 


a and made us realize afresh 
. The absence from the city of Mrs. May Ackerman Johnson, that the 
} Atlantic City Chairman of the National Woman's Party, was Equal Rights Amend, We must now fight hardest is the 


deeply felt; but the welcome of. Miss Ada Taylor, Convention | 


